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NECROPSY RECORD FOR THREE ANIMALS 


The following three animals were all necropsied by me as supervising 
veterinarian: 


15.6.80 "FLIPPER" llmth. old female Tursiops truncatus bred on site. 
This animal died suddenly after a very brief period of illness. 
Necropsy showed severe acute purulent peritonitis with penetration 
of the first stomach by a 4 cm. long piece of wire. This foreign 
body must have been thrown or dropped in the pool by a visitor and 
was swallowed before retrieval by the routine cleaning/skimming 

of the pools b i sonnel. 

15.6.82 " KIM" adult male Orcinus orca. This animal died after a 
very long chronic illness which had been rigorously investigated 

and diagnosed ( correctly) by ourselves. At necropsy a very large 
(40cm x 32 cm) abcess with a thick ( 3 cm) fibrous,avascular capsule 
was found in the right lung. Several bronchiectatic cavities up 

to 6cm in diameter and lined with black,putrefying tissue were found 
in both lungs. No other abnormalities were detected. Cultures for 
bacteriology yielded a mixed flora of common organisms. This case 
of chronic indolent lung abcess had been very intensively treated 
and might have ed thoracic surgery. 

27.6.82 "GEM/3/KAY" 11 yr.old female Tursiops truncatus. After a 
period of illness during which she was treated by us for renal 
failure, this animal died and was necropsied. Examination revealed 
severely damaged kidneys with widespread glomerular changes strongly 
indicative of auto-immune disease. No pathogens could be cultured 
and no other pathological findings were made in the cadavre. 


















All three of these mortalities were 'one-off' cases. No changes 
in Marinelands systems of care,hygiene or preventive medicine seemed 
warranted at the time. 


‘ . 
David C.Taylbr BVMS,FRCVS,FZS. Consultant Veterinarian. 


Southern Office and Mr. Tavlor’s address: 2 Withy Close, LIGHTWATER, Surrey. Telephone: Bagshot (0276) 75663 
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POST MORTEM HISTOLOSY 
Killer Whale ‘Betty’ 
LUNGS 
‘ stologica., examioat.cn shows marked venows cangestion wilh patchy 
: 'jamma ory cell infaitration of alveoli, others and terminal bronchioles 
are filled with a foamy id steining feintly eosinuphilide and 
taan.ng same palymorphs. ‘be appearances are corsistent with 
» termina: arheiation bron..vpneumonia, An intriguing feature of 
3 w sections shows the appearances af basophilide mater:al associated 
with the bronchiolas cartilage. Slight spaces are present in it 
suggesting at might represent some peculiar degeneration of cartilage. 
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ADRENALS 
.» tological examination shows no abnormality in the cortex nor medulla. 
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